INTRODUCTION
In the fundamental paper [Kr] , M. G. Krein developed the theory of selfadjoint extensions of semibounded symmetric (densely defined) operators in a Hilbert space.
In particular he constructed all positive selfadjoint extensions of a given positive symmetric operator and he proved among other things that if the set of all positive selfadjoint operators is equipped with a natural partial ordering (as defined in [Ka, VI-w then a greatest and a smallest positive selfadjoint extension exist. In
[Kr] the greatest extension is called "hard" and it was shown to coincide with the Friedrichs extension. The smallest extension, that is, the "soft" extension in the terminology of Krein, we call the Krein extension (see [AS] ). This theory was completed by Birman [Bi] and Vishik IV] , and was also discussed in [AN] ,
IF], [AS], [S].
A similar problem for positive symmetric subspaces (multivalued operators) was studied in [CS] .
In this note we consider definitizable extensions of a given semibounded symmetric operator in a Krein space. Positive definitizable extensions of a positive operator in a Krein space were first studied in [LI] in order to describe all the general- 
(iv) For some (and hence for all) a 6 ~(AI) we have The followinq statements are equivalent: 
PROOF. The equivalences (i)<=>(il)<=>(ii)<=>(iii)
follow from Theorem 1. The proposition follows from the last two equalities.
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